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SPEAKER’S BIO:
Ambika Aiyadurai is an Associate Professor in Humanities and Social Sciences at IIT Gandhinagar.
She is an anthropologist of  wildlife conservation with an interest in human-animal relations and
community-based conservation. Ambika has more than 20 years of  research on human dimensions
in wildlife conservation with a special focus on Northeast India. She completed her PhD in
Anthropology from the National University of  Singapore and is trained in natural and social sciences
with an MSc in Wildlife Sciences from the Wildlife Institute of  India, Dehradun, and in Anthropology
from University College London. Her research is at the intersection of  human-animal studies,
environmental humanities and marginalization. Her publications include Tigers Are Our Brothers:
Anthropology of  Wildlife Conservation in Northeast India (Oxford University Press, 2021) and the
edited volume Beings and Beasts: Human-animal relations at the ‘margins’ (Cambridge University
Press, 2025).
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